
 

 
 

 

RESTORING BRAZIL´S ATLANTIC 
FOREST  
The Nature Conservancy launched the Plant a Billion Trees campaign in Brazil´s Atlantic 
Forest in 2008 and has been hard at work since then. To date, more than 35 million 
new native trees1 are growing in Brazil´s Atlantic Forest and over34,500 acres of 
degraded areas have been restored. Our work is possible thanks to funding from 
individuals, organizations, and companies such as the Juhler Group. 
 

                                                           
1The Conservancy has registered over 35 million trees in its Plant a Billion Trees System. Of these, 19 million are fully funded through partner 
contributions and donations to the campaign, receiving monitoring and adaptive management. Partners have funded the other 16 million trees, 
however, full funding for monitoring and adaptive management is not yet guaranteed  

Introduction 
The long-lasting Plant a Billion campaign involves various steps of 
which planting and restoring are just the first; monitoring and 
adaptive management are needed to ensure that the forest grows 
healthy and diverse, and will endure in the long-term.   

Climate Change and Clean Water  

Tropical forests protect global climate: the billion trees from this 
Campaign could capture atmospheric carbon equivalent to the 
emissions of one million cars every year.  

The Atlantic Forest surrounds 21 major Brazilian cities, including Rio 
de Janeiro and São Paulo, and is responsible for providing water to 
over 100 million Brazilians.  

Consistent monitoring allows us to check the success of restoration 
work and take corrective action when needed. We are supporting the 
Pact for Restoration to improve the protocol for monitoring the 
restoration. The process is a long one, and we will keep our 
supporters informed on developments. 

Although we work in several states of the Atlantic Forest biome, we 
give special attention to its Central Corridor. It encompasses more 
than 8.5 million hectares and extends throughout the state of 
Espírito Santo and the southern portion of Bahia state, constituting 
one of the main forest areas of the Corridor. The region includes two 
centers of endemism defined by the distribution of vertebrates, of 
butterflies and plants. Our work is possible thanks to support from 
companies such as the Juhler Group that understand the link 
between forests, water and climate.  
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Challenge 
The Atlantic Forest was once twice the size of Texas, but constant 
threats from development, agriculture, cattle ranching, and illegal 
logging has meant that only 12 percent of its original area 
remains.  

The Nature Conservancy works to restore forest and reestablish 
degraded riparian forests in priority watersheds. These efforts 
help ensure water and food for the 100 million people who live in 
the large cities of the Atlantic Forest and Cerrado biomes. The 
Nature Conservancy uses the best available science to ensure that 
the forests we establish become healthy ecosystems. We work in 
areas where standing forests are protected by Brazilian law, such 
as steep slopes and river banks so restored forests remain for a 
long time. In many locations, we plant native trees in degraded 
abandoned pastures. These trees attract birds and small 
mammals, which carry native seeds from nearby forest patches.  

 

In less degraded areas, we can catalyze regrowth by improving 
growing conditions and removing threats such as fire and cattle.   
Consistent monitoring allows us to check the success of 
restoration work and take corrective action when needed. The 
process is a long one, and we will keep our supporters informed 
on developments.  

 

 

2017 Results 
• Restored 175,000 native trees 

• Supported the monitoring of an additional 10,000 acres 
in the states of Espírito Santo, Bahia, and Minas Gerais 
via remote sensing 

• Developed a methodology to monitor forest cover via 
high-resolution satellite images 

• Developed an economic study of the impact restoration 
has had on Espírito Santo state as part of the Strategic 
Restoration Business Plan 

• Worked to improve the PBT system to enhance 
management of the information on large-scale 
monitoring areas, as well as to automate data analysis, 
and indicate the corrective actions that are needed 

 



 

 

 

 


